


Creative minds and Olympic Games enthusiasts all over the world will once again have a chance to become part of Olympic history as the IOC calls for designs for the Youth Olympic 

Games (YOG). The selected design will be cast in gold, silver and bronze, and will be awarded to the young athletes who finish on the podium at the fourth edition of the Summer YOG, to 

be held in Dakar, Senegal, from 31 October to 13 November 2026.

Creators from all over the world, regardless of their level of design experience, are invited to submit their creations by 7 October 2025 (23:59 GMT+1) via the dedicated medal design 

webpage on Olympics.com. The selected design will be announced later in 2025.

A panel of judges will rate the top designs, and the final results will be determined based on this ranking. The initiative is to design the obverse (front) of the medals, while the reverse will be 

designed by the Dakar 2026 YOG Organising Committee, and will reflect elements of Senegalese culture as well as the YOG emblem.

The call for Youth Olympic Games medal designs was launched for the first time ahead of Singapore 2010, to reach out beyond the athlete community and tap into the creativity and 

imagination of young people across the world.

https://olympics.com/ioc/news/the-ioc-launches-the-youth-olympic-games-medal-design-competition


https://library.olympics.com/Default/doc/SYRACUSE/161901/youth-olympic-games-medals-from-singapore-2010-to-lausanne-2020-the-olympic-studies-centre?_lg=en-GB




When designing your medal, you must respect the following guidelines:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Upload your design in the template, from 2 September to 7 October 2025 (23.59 GMT+1), respecting the following:

• Size: 600x600 minimum pixels and 1,000x1,000 maximum pixels.

• Maximum resolution of 300 dpi.

• Format file: JPG or PNG.

• Give a name to your design and add a description (in English).

• Complete your personal information (full name, date of birth, email and postal addresses and telephone number).

• Click submit

Once you upload your design, a pop-up message will confirm that your entry has been received by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).

Your submission will then be reviewed to ensure it follows the Rules. Once reviewed, you’ll receive an email confirming whether your design has been approved.

https://www.olympics.com/ioc/olympic-rings


All eligible submissions to the Dakar 2026 Medal Design Competition will be evaluated through a three-phase process:

•

•

•

•

•





https://olympics.com/ioc/celebrate-olympic-games
https://olympics.com/ioc/olympic-values
https://olympics.com/ioc/theme-buenos-aires-2018
https://olympics.com/ioc/gender-equality
https://olympics.com/ioc/gangwon-2024
https://olympics.com/ioc/gangwon-2024
https://olympics.com/ioc/dakar-2026
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/youth-olympic-games


Taking place from 31 October to 13 November 2026, the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games (YOG) will be the first Olympic sports event to take place on African soil.

Drawing on this historical significance, the 4th Summer Youth Olympic Games will see youth and sport unite in peaceful competition and drive the transformation of 

Senegal, the host nation, while providing a source of inspiration for the whole of Africa.

“Africa Welcomes, Dakar Celebrates” (L’Afrique accueille, Dakar célèbre in French and Afrig Dalal, Ndakaaru Jëmël in Wolof) is the Dakar 2026 motto – one that 

highlights the unique nature of the continent’s first Summer YOG. It is a motto that seeks to encapsulate the essence of African hospitality and the host city’s festive 

spirit, while also inviting the world to share in the occasion and come together as one. An expression of the readiness of Africa’s young people to welcome their 

counterparts from around the world, it is an invitation to all to shape a shared future during the Games.

Marking a milestone for the continent, Dakar 2026 will be the first Olympic sports event held in Africa. More than just a sporting event, it will be an opportunity to 

highlight Senegal’s cultural wealth and Africa’s growing role in the Olympic Movement. By celebrating the continent’s diversity and potential, the Games aim to inspire 

and set a reference point for future Youth Olympic hosts.

The 4th Summer YOG will also be a platform for mutual exchange. They will introduce the world’s best young athletes to Teranga – the Wolof word that embodies 

Senegal’s unique spirit of warmth, respect and hospitality – while promoting the Olympic values among young people in Senegal and across the African 

continent. Teranga is deeply rooted in Senegalese life, reflecting a culture of generosity and openness toward others.

More than just a sporting event, Dakar 2026 represents a platform for cultural exchange activities and the promotion of African and other cultures around the world. 

Acting as a catalyst to engage Senegal’s young people through the development of national sport and youth policies and the spirit of volunteering, it aims to transform 

their lives and bring sustainable economic, social and environmental benefits.

It will also be the first edition of the Youth Olympic Games to feature a Refugee Olympic Team, composed of athletes based in Africa. This reflects the International 

Olympic Committee’s continued commitment to supporting refugees and displaced persons through sport at all levels.



From the sports on the programme to the venues, celebrations and youth legacy initiatives, explore what makes Dakar 2026 a truly unique Youth Olympic Games —

and the first ever on African soil. Dive into each area to see how sport, culture and opportunity are coming together to shape a new chapter for Senegal and beyond.

•

•

https://olympics.com/ioc/dakar-2026
https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/Olympic-Games/Youth-Olympic-Games/Dakar-2026/Dakar-2026-Event-Programme.pdf
https://olympics.com/ioc/dakar-2026




What is the Youth Olympic Games Medal Design Competition and who is organising it?

It’s an open call to design the obverse (front) of the official medal that will be awarded to athletes on the podium at the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games. The initiative 

is organised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).

Who can take part? 

Anyone who has reached the age of majority in their country of legal residence and has a valid email address can enter. Minors are not eligible to participate.

How old do I have to be in order to participate?

Any participant has to be over the age of majority (i.e. not be a minor) in the country of his/her legal residence to be allowed to participate.

Are there any specific design guidelines or themes I must follow?

Yes. Designs must reflect the Olympic values and follow the technical and content requirements outlined in the Rules. All necessary materials, including the official 

template, inspiration toolkit, and rules — are available on the web page.

What size should my medal design be for uploading with the online entry form?

Your design must be inserted into the official template and saved as a JPEG or PNG file.

It should follow these specifications:

• Minimum size: 600 x 600 pixels

• Maximum size: 1000 x 1000 pixels

• Maximum resolution: 300 dpi

• File format: JPEG or PNG

Can I use AI tools to help create my design?

No, you CANNOT use any artificial intelligence (AI) tools in order to create, or be part of, your design. Your work must be original and must not contain any third-party 

content, such as output from any AI tool. Designs may be checked to verify that no AI was used. Any design created or altered using AI will be automatically 

disqualified.

Can I submit more than one design?

No. Only one valid submission per candidate is allowed.



What happens after I submit my design?

You’ll see a pop-up message confirming your submission. Once your design is reviewed, you’ll receive an email letting you know whether it has been approved.

Will my design appear in the online gallery?

Yes, once approved, it will be published in the gallery for others to view and share.

Can I revise and resubmit my design?

Candidates may submit only one valid design. Once a design is approved, it cannot be revised or replaced. If your submission is not approved, you will be informed by 

email and may revise and resubmit it, as long as it’s before the deadline of 7 October 2025 (23.59 GMT+1).

Who selects the design, and what are the judging criteria?

A jury appointed by the IOC will review approved designs and choose the selected design. Medals will be rated using five equally weighted criteria: creativity, 

originality, relevance to the Youth Olympic Games, feasibility, and the description. The final ranking will be determined by the jury. In the event of a tie, the jury will vote 

to decide the outcome.

How will the selected candidate be celebrated?

The selected design will appear on the front side of the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games medals awarded to the athletes. The selected candidate will join a line-up of 

creators who have shaped the look of YOG medals since Singapore 2010.

When will the selected candidate be announced, and how will I be notified?

The selected candidate will be announced later in 2025 and will be notified directly by email from the IOC. The result will also be published on Olympics.com and 

shared on the official Olympics social media channels.

What happens to the rights of my design after submission?

By entering, you agree to assign all your rights relating to your submission, including all intellectual property rights inclusive of all moral rights to the extent permissible 

under the applicable law, in the design of the medal that you submit, to the IOC.

I have another question, who can I contact?

Most questions are answered in this FAQ, the Rules, or the toolkit. Please check these resources first to see if the information you’re looking for is already available. If 

you can’t find what you’re looking for, you may contact us at yog-medal-competition@olympic.org. Please note that response times may vary due to high volume.

mailto:yog-medal-competition@olympic.org
mailto:yog-medal-competition@olympic.org
mailto:yog-medal-competition@olympic.org
mailto:yog-medal-competition@olympic.org
mailto:yog-medal-competition@olympic.org
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